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changes in the child's emotional development and in his attitudes
to other people. In a later paper, Joan Riviere1 shows what it
means to a mother to lose her helpmeet and the father of her
children. Here we shall speak of what it means to the children to
lose their father.

WHAT IT MEANS TO CHILDREN WHEN THEIR FATHER DIES
As Mrs. Riviere points out, the children's loss is in many ways
greater than the wife's, since she has many resources to turn to in
her adult life and character which they have not The parents
(father no less than mother) are unique and primary objects of
love. All later loves (husband and wife as well as friends) are
built upon these first ones and in large part are substitutes for
them. Moreover, the children need the father not merely as
someone to love, but also as a pattern and control in their develop-
ment. They feel his loss in their inner life, as well as in their
external dependence.
Even in the first year of life, before the child can speak, the
disappearance of the father from his world awakens feelings of
bewildered grief and stirs great ansdety in the child. We can see
clear signs of such emotions in some children. Others are only
able to show them indirectly, in less easily recognized forms. In
many, they issue in symptoms of neurosis and difficulties of
behaviour at a later age.
Here are two examples which show that even in his earliest days
the child feels the death of the father acutely. A little girl, whose
father was killed in the war just before her birth, began to ask
questions about "Daddy" as soon as she could talk. (She is a
highly intelligent child and spoke very early.) She was shown his
photograph and called it "Daddy" and spoke to it and kissed it.
But later on (at about two and a half years), she evidently com-
pared the photo with the actual fathers of her playmates, and
began to look for a live father herself. She now asked "Why
doesn't he speak to me?" and "Why doesn't my Daddy come?"
When she was told that uhe had gone up in his bomber and could
not come home", she asked, "Doesn't he want to come and see
me?" We thus see how she longs, even at so young an age, to have
a real live father who will talk to her and respond to her. She
shows, too, how puzzled she is at his not coming and how ready to
1Op. ctt. The Btrtaw} Wife*